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Routine TREATMENT. 


Towards the close of the recent discussion in 
London upon equine influenza, Mr. W. R. Davis 
said, “If we suspect influenza we ought not to 
phylacogen the horse, or nuclein him, or ammonium 
carbonate him as routine treatment.” 

This amounts to a condemnation of the practice 
of invariably relying upon one drug or line of treat- 
ment for this particular disease. It is perfectly 
just; and it could be applied with equal justice to 
the treatment of a great many other diseases. All 
practitioners will agree with this as a general truth 
—we all recognise that few diseases can always be 
satisfactorily treated if one unvarying routine is fol- 
lowed foreach case. But it is a question whether, 
even at this time, some of us are not still too apt 
to yield to the seductions of routine treatment in 
our practice. 

In human and veterinary medeicine alike, the 
temptation to work by routine treatment is one of 
the great perils that beset the general practitioner. 
In both, the temptation is greatest in busy practices ; 
and there is no branch of our work which better 
illustrates it than the treatment of large studs of 
working horses. The one advantage of routine 
treatment is obvious—it saves time and trouble to 
the practitioner. Its disadvantages, not being so 
patent, are apt to be forgotten ; and so the clinician 
allows the practice to grow upon him. Carried to 
extreme, it simply means the adoption of an in- 
variable treatment the moment a name is found for 
the disease, with no regard for any individual 
peculiarities of the case. 

Few men, perhaps, push it so far to-day; but 
there was a time when routine treatment of this 
sort was very common in veterinary practice, and 
we have not yet altogether outlived it. 

Colic is a good example of this maltreatment in 
the past. Colic is not a disease—it is a symptom 
of a great variety of diseases requiring very diverse 
treatment. Yet there was a time when the average 
practitioner usually treated every case of colic by 
his own particular routine, which admitted of little 
variation. Much the same could be said of other 
diseases—the tendency was to treat each disease by 
rule according to its name, and to neglect the 
systematic judgment of cases on their individual 
merits. We all recognise the evils of such a system 
now—we all know that, even if a routine treatment 

is a good general one, a slavish adherence to it is 
bound to lead us wrong sometimes. 

We should be upon our guard—especially in — 


Tae Winiiam Hunting Memorian Funp. 


The time fixed for closing this fund is approach- 
ing, and a meeting of the General Committee is 
announced for the evening of July 6, at the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. It is both neces- 
sary and desirable that the attendance at this meet- 
ing should be as full as possible-- several questions 
of the first importance will be down for discussion. 

We learn that there are promised donations still 
outstanding, and that it is probable that several 
members who intend to contribute have not yet 
done so. Tempus est. 

It has been hoped from the commencement that 
the Memorial would be widely subscribed : and but 
for the national trouble there is little doubt that it 
would have been even more widely supported than 
it is. 

A.V.5.—A Concession. 

It is announced that members of the veterinary 
profession belonging to the Civil Services. i.e., the 
Board of Agric: the D.A.T.I. Ireland: the Indian 
Civil Service, etc., with five years service will, on 
joining the A.V.C., be given the rank of Captain. 


CATARACT IN THE DOG. 
By Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S. 


The dog may be affected with the various kinds 
of cataract found in man. In consequence of his 
widely dilatable pupil, cataract is detected even 
without the ophthalmoscope or the aid of atropine 
more readily than is the case with man, with his 
small pupil. 

There is one phenomenon in connection with 
cataract that has not, so far as 1 am aware, been 
pointed out in veterinary ophthalmology. It is the 
presence of a reddish pupil in a partial or an im- 
mature cataract which allows a certain amount of 
light to pass through the lens. This reddish pupil 
is more noticeable when cataract affects only 
one lens. It is not observed in a mature diffuse 
cataract, but reappears when the opacity com- 
mences to disappear after discission and to allow a 
certain amount of light to reach the fundus of the 
eye. It is also not observed when the cataract is 
in the centre of the lens and the pupil in a state 
of miosis, so that no light can reach the fundus. 
This reddish reflection of the optic dise with its 
reddish vascular network is witnessed in anterior 
polar cataract resulting from a central perforation 
of the cornea in cortical cataract, etc. 7 





practices, and perhaps most of all in dealing wit 
such epidemics as influenza—against allowing our- 
selves to drift back towards such an adherence. | 


It must not be mistaken for the reddish’ pupil” 
observed in albino and in chocolate-coloured dogs. 
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It is kest observed when a dog is someway back 
in a darkened room facing the window (especially a 
high one) and the observer, who has his back 
to the light. It may, however, be seen in other 
positions. 

As in man, cataract is hereditary in the dog; it 
may occur in many members of the same strain or 
family. Its incidence may follow the law of 
Mendel. The poodle seems to be notoriously sub- 
ject to it; in my experience more than any other 

reed. 

Cataract is sometimes associated with epilepsy, 
or epileptiform convulsions. This is so in the case 
of lamellar or zonular cataract. The anterior polar 
cataract arising from perforation of the cornea is 
always asscciated with a central corneal opacity. 

Provided the opaque lens has not undergone the 
hardening process, cataract is better remedied by 
discission than by extraction. Couching is not ad- 
visable, because the lens sometimes passes into the 
anterior chamber, or wanders to and fro the pos- 
terior chamber via the pupillary orifice, and. thus 
sets up irritation of the posterior lining of the cornea, 
inflammatory reaction, opacity of the cornea and, 
occasionally, hydrophthalmos. 





CorrEcTION. 
In the article on ‘‘Trichiasis’’ which appeared on p. 648 of 
our issue of June 26, line 8 of first paragraph, instead 
of ‘‘ temporal third ’’ read ‘‘ nasal third.'’ 








CASTRATION. 


Mr. Parker’s experiences of castration, in last 
week’s Record, were most interesting, especially 
coming from a man who has had experience of the 
standing method and has found it not altogether 
satisfactory. 

After some years of casting colts and using the 
hot iron, I felt this was not a very scientific way of 
operating, a lot of strength and pulling about being 
required ; I then took to the standing method, but 
found some well-bred and thoro’bred colts impossi- 
ble to do—usually owing to their throwing them- 
selves down when the testicle was out of the 
scrotum, and one felt very small in front of on- 
lookers ; with a nasty feeling in oneself of failure. 
In this method clams were always used, requiring a 
second visit, which was often very inconvenient 
and rarely repaid one for the time expended. 

Above all, the pain shown by some colts—though 
certainly not all, by any means—made me think 
that there must certainly be some better plan, for 
to see the way some colts draw their backs up, or 
crouch down, some of them squealing, with on rare 
occasions a blood-curdling screech, made me think 
that all was not well. 

I have ventured to give chloroform standing with 
a Carlisle muzzle; but this is a very uncertain way, 
for the muzzle will not fit, and allows too much 
air; it is so heavy and cumbersome that I had a 
leather muzzle made very similar to a Coxe’s, that 
goes into the mouth and ties round top jaw. When 
this is on and leg strapped up, a wad of cotton wool 

soaked with two ounces chloroform is inserted, and 
“the hottom cf muzzle tied up. It is best to do this 





in a grass field, the colt being held by one line on 
halter. In three to five minutes the colt goes 
down, when the top hind leg is pulled up with a 
rope going round neck. Next, the scrotum and 
skin are painted with Tinct. Iodine, and in a minute 
or two the testicle is let out and removed with 
écraseur, always crushing the cord slightly first ; 
then lower the éraseur on the cord about half an 
inch, and gently crush through. Should cord be 
very large, or varicosed, an extra crush is advisable. 
The muzzle can usually be taken off when second 
testicle is being removed. 

The advantages, I believe, for this method are: 
(1) a painless operation; (2) only one or two men 
are required; (3) one cannot be beaten by a colt; 
(4) colts rarely swell; no twitch required, and one 
can hardly see they have been operated upon. 
Here I may say the écraseur is sterilised before 
use; the cord and inner surface of scrotum are not 
touched by the hands. (5) There is not the feeling 
of physical fatigue—it is unnecessary to take one’s 
coat off. (6) Hamorrhage I have not experienced. 
(7) The method seems to find great favour with 
owners. (8) Last, but not least, it assists the Day 
book. 

GrorGE ELMES, F.R.C.V.S. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 





Some FrencH EXPERIENCE OF MALLEIN. 


In various countries, especially in Germany and 
Russia, the mallein reaction has fallen into much 
discredit of late years. Other countries still believe 
in the efficacy of mallein; and the French veter- 
inary surgeons, in particular, have always defended 
it. Mouilleron, one of the veterinary surgeons of 
the Omnibus Society of Paris, has published his ob- 
servations upon the subject, which, in view of the 
large experience he has had, are of very high 
interest. 

Mouilleron, from January, 1898 to 1913, has 
carried out more than 42,000 mallein tests. He 
has not encountered a single positive error—that 
is, all the animals which have reacted positively 
(and which have been slaughtered without excep- 
tion) have shown post-mortem glanders lesions fully 
confirming the verdict of mallein. He has observed 
only five negative errors—that is, five horses which 
gave no kind of reaction to mallein, but which yet 
proved to be glandered. 

For twenty years Mouilleron’s method of apply- 
ing the test has differed from that advocated by 
many veterinarians. He does not apply it to horses 
en masse, but limits its application to suspected 
animals alone. This limited application has suc- 
ceeded in clearing the stables of glanders and 
guarding against new attacks. 

Mouilleron, on the ground of his long experience, 
concludes that, of the three reactions of the mallein 
test—local, thermal, and general—the local reaction 
is the most valuable. Hyperthermia has only a 
very relative value. The thermal reaction alone, 
whatever its degree, should only he regarded as an 
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accessory symptom, and is insufficient to justify the 
slaughter of the animal. 

Certain breeds, especially foreign ones, show a 
special sensitiveness to mallein. Drouin, since 
1903, has tested large numbers of horses bought in 
Hungary ; and has found that from 30% to 40% of 
these animals presented typical thermal reactions 
to mallein, as if they were glandered. Subsequent 
examination of the animals, and subsequent tests, 
proved that they were healthy. 

The local reaction is more valuable; and in itself 
according to Mouilleron, it suffices to diagnose 
glanders. For a positive diagnosis, it is not neces- 
sary that the local swelling should be voluminous, 
hot, painful, and with prominent lymphatics. It is 
sufficient that it exists—rather large, thick, and well 
diffused—and that the sensitiveness of the part is 
exaggerated. 

The general reaction has less value; it may be 
completely absent in glandered horses. It is never 
absent in acute and sub-acute forms of glanders ; 
but in chronic cases, it often depends upon the 
character of the subject, Finely bred animals 
always show the general reaction clearly ; but those 
of lymphatic temperament are little or not at all 
affected. 

Mouilleron’s work forms an additional confirma- 
tion of the truth that the so-cflled failures of mal- 
lein are due, not to mallein, but to faulty interpre- 
tation of its reaction. The mallein reaction, in fact, 
is an ensemble of clinical phenomena, the interpre- 
tation of which is delicate, and which should be 
judged as a whole. Contrary to what was once 

lieved, the thermal reaction alone should always 
be doubted, and greater reliance should be placed 
upon the local reaction.—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 
W. R. C. 








REpoRT OF THE VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, GOLD 
Coast, FOR THE YEAR 1913. 


The staff sanctioned for the year was one veterinary 
officer, one veterinary dispenser, twe dispenser pupils, 
and one fifth grade clerk, being an increase of one 
dispenser pupil. 

he veterinary officer was absent on leave from the 
29th August to the close of the year, during which time 
the veterinary dispenser, Mr. J. B. K. Quansah, was in 
charge of the department. 

The approved estimates for the year sanctioned an 
expenditure of £1,207, apportioned as follows :— Colony 
£310, Ashanti £597, Northern Territories £300. The 
approximate expenditure was £970, thus showing a 
saving of about £237 on the estimates. 

The revenue collected from kraal fees amounted to 
£351 11s. 6d., an increase of £78 Os. 6d. 

The veterinary offices have been completed ; they 
consist of an office, store, dispensary, and a laboratory. 
We have commenced to clear the surrounding land, this 
necessitates cutting down the dense bush and stumping 
the land for the planting of dhoob grass for the grazing 
of our own experimental animals. 

Cattle Breeding—The indigenous cattle of the 
Colony, Ashanti and Northern Territories Protectorate 
is a small, extremely hardy and thrifty animal without 
ahump. Crosses with the Zebu or Moshie cattle are 
to be seen in a few villages of the Northern territories, 
but they are not many and are not liked by the native 
cattle raiser. On inquiring amongst the Mahommedans 


(who are the oldest traders in this country) they state 
that this indigenous breed is the Grunshie cattle. In 
certain districts the cattle are much smaller in size, 
no doubt due to certain hardships as scarcity of water 
and also to a haphazard form of breeding, as in-breeding 
and service by immature and weedy bul s. The cattle 
certainly are larger in districts where attention is paid 
to castration. Again in certain towns the calves are 
liable to be starved so as to supply a milk demand. 

Cattle Keeping.—All the natives keep their cattle in 
the open day and night. In the early morning they are 
driven out to graze, and about 2 o’clock in the afternoon 
they are taken to water. In the evening time they are 
driven home. There are three methods adop for 
keeping them together at night. In the Gaman and 
Banda districts each animal is taken to its owner's 
compound where the animal is hobbled by a fore-leg to 
a stake driven in the ground. In the Dagomba country 
the cattle are pierced through the nasal cartilage where 
string is passed through, and they are tied up with this 
to a stake in the ground. When either of these two 
methods is adopted young boys, sons of the owner, are 
the herdsmen. 

The other method is kraaling either in a stockade er 
in a swish kraal. Where this is practised the herd is 
generally a large one. One man in the village is in 
charge of the herd, and supplies the herdsmen and kraal 
accommodation. There are various ways in which he is 
remunerated, the commonest is, he receives one calf in 
every four born. 

The cows calve regularly every year, no assistance 
being needed. The calf during the first three months of 
its life is generally tied up at home, whilst its mother is 
out grazing for the day. When the mother is driven 
home in the evenjng, the herdsmen hobbles the hind legs 
and proceeds to milk her to supply the demand, and 
when he has stripped the udder of a certain amount, the 
the calf is allowed to suck. The calf remains with its 
mother until day-break when milking is again carried 
out. Some alteration in the method of keeping occurs 
during the wet season, the cattle during this period are 
not out at grass the whole day, they graze around the 
village. During the dry season certain villages in which 
there is a scarcity of water move en bloc to where there 
is a plentiful supply ; this occurs on the road between 
Daboya and Tolon ir the Dagomba country. 

Driving cattle out graze is the principal method 
adopted for feeding. The natives have no idea of 
making hay nor do they give their cattle corn. Some 
breeders in the Grunshie and Kanjarga countries feed 
their cattle on the dried tops of the ground-nut or pea- 
nut after they have harvested the nut; this makes 
excellent hay. 

Watering is done from rivers or from ponds. Water 
is one of the greatest difficulties that has to be contended 
by the breeders. This especially applies to the North- 
ern territories and the Addah district. 

Sheep eee — See breeding is carried on in 
nearly every village of the Colony, Ashanti and the 
Northern territories. Large flocks are not kept, but 
practically every householder keeps three or four sheep. 

Three breeds have been recognised :—Grunshi sheep. 
This breed is said to come from the Grunshi country. 
It is a very small sheep and produces a short fibred 
wool ; its colour is black and white or pure black. 

Moshi sheep from the Moshi country. They are a 
little larger than the Grunshi breed, and are white 
“haired” sheep. The male generally has a small crest 
of long hair, and also long hair from the space between 
the lower jaws to the breast. 

Hausi or Fulani sheep are larger than the others, long 
legged and “haired,” and poe two long tassels hang- 
ing down from under the throat, the predominating 








colours are mixed ; red and white, or black and white, 
but pure white are frequently seen among the males. A 
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few sheep of this breed are to be found at Accra, where 
they are called s sheep. 

he Grunshi and Moshi breeds are hardy and vigor- 
ous and do well in the forest country, where their 


rincipal diet consist of leaves. The Hausa or Fulani 
reed no stamina, and does not thrive in the forest 
coun 


try. 
Pouléry Breeding.—The native fowls of this country 
kept by almost every householder, is a small hardy bird 
of almost every colour, with the game features and 
characteristics predominant. They are kept and reared 
by the natives for their own use and for the market. 

ey can be readily improved, and answer well to the 
introduction of European blood. The best crosses are 
with the game and Orpington (buff or white). 

Several pure bred English birds have within the last 
two years been imported into Coomassie, and we have 
had a chance of watching experiments with them and 
their crosses. The natives of Coomassie have seen these 
experiments and have realised what can be done. They 
They are keen on buying English eggs and will give six- 
pence a piece for these eggs. 

Turkeys do well, in fact they grow bigger here than 
they do on the coast. Those that are found here are 
descendants of birds obtained from the coast. ~ Ducks 
thrive splendidly and breed rapidly. Pigeons: Where- 
ever there is a 7 on (a Mahomedan settlement) pigeons 
are bred. They breed rapidly. 

Poultry breeding on a large scale around any large 
town where there are over 50 Europeans, would pay any 
native to adopt as a means of livelihood. Eggs are a 
penny each, fowls 1s. 6d. to 2s. 6deach, ducks 2s. to 4s., 
turkeys 6s. to 12s. 

Cattle Trade, Coomassie——There has been a marked 
increase in the trade done in cattle. This especially 
refers to the trade from the French Soudan north of the 
Northern territories. 

The average price price per beast can be safely placed 
at £5. There were 14,063 cattle imported into Coomas- 
sie ; this represents a local trade of £70,315, an increase 
of £21,076 over the trade done last year. About £2,461 
was paid to the local brokers as fees. 

There was an increase in the trade of unhumped 
cattle, these are readily purchased by the Ashanti 
butchers who prefer them to the Zebu cattle. 

All cattle imported into Coomassie passed a veterinay 
inspection, those that are passed are kraaled in the 
Government kraal, a small fee of 6d. a head being 
ason for the inspection and use of the kraal. The 
number of the cattle presented for importation was 
14,122, of which 14,063 were passed. This is an increase 
of 3,121 over the number imported during i912. The 
number of cattle quarantined was 59, 34 of which died 
within the twenty-four detention. They were quaran- 
tined for pleuro-pnemonia, advanced trypanosomiasis, 
extreme emaciation, and fatigue. 

A table shows in detail the number of cattle imported 
compared with previous years. The totals are :— 
1911, 8651 ; 1912, 10,942 ; 1913, 14,063. 

There are no statistics kept by this department of the 
number of sheep and goats imported into Coomassie. 
There were no complaints from the butchers on the 
scarcity of sheep and goats for killing for consumption. 
We believe that there has been an increase in the 
number of sheep and goats imported, but it is difficult 
to estimate the number. The price of a fair size live 
sheep is about 15s., this was the prevailing price through- 


out the year. 

During the year 5,505 head of cattle were inspected 
for exportation, and out of this number 50 head were 
rejected. The number inspected and passed for exporta- 


tion by railway was 3,620, an increase of 382 head over 
the number for the year 1912. The supply of cattle 
trucks during the year has been better, which may 
account for the increase. 





The number inspected and passed for exportation by 
road was 1835. There were slaughtered in Coomassie 


4681 head. 
Hide, Skin, Bone, Horn and Hoof Trade. 

Coomassie has become an important hide market, 
hides come in from the Moshie country, Ivory Coast, 
Northern territories, and also from stations down the 
railway. The local trade more than doubled itself in 
1913 by some 8197 hides. In 1912 there were 20,370 
hides exported from Coomassie, this year the returns 
sent in show 48,567 exported. The trade done in 1912 
was valued by us at £9,166, we value this year’s trade at 
£24,283. The heaviest sun-dried hide sold turned the 
scale at 30 Ib. 

The number of sheep and goat skins exported from 
Coomassie was 2459, an increase of 1471 skins over the 
number exported in 1912. There must be a_local 
demand for these skins, otherwise more would be 
exported. 

As mentioned in last year’s report there was one con- 
signment of horns and hoofs made during the year. The 
result of the experiment came to hand during 1913, the 
firm making the export only just cleared expenses. 


Veterinary Inspection, Coomassie Town. 


Mr. Quansah, who has the powers of an Inspector of 
Nuisances in matters dealing with domestic animals, 
made 58 inspections in the town and Zongo, as a result 
88 sheep and 38 goats were seized for scab, 43 dogs for 
mange. Of these: 14 sheep, 13 goats, and 19 dogs 
were killed as incurable. 

Clinical work.—The clinical work of the department 
consists of the diagnosis and treatment of all sick 
animals and poultry free of charge. 

The number of horse cases treated was 155, giving 
2,213 days on the sick list. This means that there was 
an average daily attendance of about six horses. Of 
these 133 were discharged as cured ; 15 were destroyed 
as being beyond hope of recovery, and there were seven 
deaths. During the year one horse was placed under 
chloroform. 

Saeneennematte again is responsible for the heaviest 
mortality (6). 

The number of cases treated among domestic animals, 
other than horses, were 99, of which 80 were dogs, 1 cat, 
17 fowls, 1 turkey ; of the 43 cases of mange in dogs, 19 
were destroyed. Others destroyed were 2 epilepsy, 1 
ae ; the remainder are returned as cured. 

‘arriery.—The shoeing records show that there were 
1164 shoes put on during the year, this is an increase of 
511 over the previous year’s number. The two men of 
the constabulary who commenced the training in Nov- 
ember, 1912, completed their course in April, 1913. 

Northern Territories Constabulary —During the 
year, the constabulary horses at Tamale were inspected 
by me. These horses are the private property of the 
men, and the Government allows each man who is on 
the mounted strength £1 per month for upkeep. There 
is a vast improvement in the horses both in conformation 
and size, which does credit to the selection of the 
Commandant and Assistant Commandant. Particular 
attention was paid to the mouths and backs, and there 
were no cases of sore mouths or backs. With the ex- 
ception of two lame horses, which were not on the 
mounted strength, all were in a fit condition for service. 
The stables consist of two rows of loose boxes, the walls 
are built of swish, and the roofing is of grass, each loose 
box is large and roomy. 

I made inspections at the Accra slaughter-house and 
saw one case of bovine pleuro-pneumonia, one case of 
necrotic liver, two cases of measly pork, and one case 
verminous broncho-pneumonia. 

Out of a calendar year of 365 days for the year 1913 
I spent 241 days residential tour. Of these 241 days I 
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was 76 days travelling on inspection and investigation. 
The balance of 165 days were spent at headquarters. 
Mr. Kaye, dispenser pupil, spent 65 —_ travelling in 
the north-western portion of Ashanti and in the South- 
ern Province of the Northern Territories Protectorate. 


Contagious and Infectious Diseases. 


Anthrax.—One horse was suspected to have con- 
tracted this disease and was shot. 

Contagious Bovine Pleuro- Pneumonia.—Two out- 
breaks occurred during the year. 

Piroplasmosis.—Blood smears from cattle killed in the 
slaughter-house, and from cattle in our kraal show 
P. bigeminum and also a mixed piroplasmosis. 

Septicemia Hzemorrhagica of cattle or Pasturellosis 
bovis.—Five cases of this disease occurred during the 

ear. One case was found moribund in the Government 

raal, one in the quarantine pound, and three cases 
reported dead in a swamp. A bacillus of the fowl 
cholera type was found in three cases. The other two 
cases were diagnosed by post-mortem, they were of the 
pneumonic and abdominal form, microscopic examina- 
tion of the blood of these two cases showed a mixed 
flora of bacteria. 

Fowl Cholera.—An epidemic of this disease occurred 
among the fowls belonging to Mr. Coke. The healthy 
fowls were segregated, and the diseased ones were 
treated by Mr. Coke. The majority of the diseased 
ones died, but several recovered. 

Tetanus.—One case of tetanus was observed in a horse 
at Coomassie. This animal was treated and recovered. 

or oan llr the annual report for 1912, we 
described our treatment of this disease. The procedure 
for this year has been practically the same. The orpi- 
ment has been given in a ball instead of a drench, doing 
away with the tedious process of drenching. We have 
been asked why we repeat our injections of atoxyl at 
the eighth and ninth day, ¢.e., on the sixth and seventh 
days after the first two injections, and not at the eighth 
or tenth day. Our explanation is this:—We have 
treated numerous cases of this disease and have kept 
temperature charts, and thus have been able to notice 
that there is a critical period encountered every fifth to 
eighth day which is shown by a rise of temperature. In 
some horses it is every fifth day, in others sixth, seventh 
or eighth, this, we think, is controlled either by an 
idiosyncrasy of the horse, or by the strain of trypano- 
some. Therefore we advise a period of five days to 
~— before repeating the next injections. 

nother question we have been asked is :—Are those 
horses that are discharged as cured, cured permanently ? 
This question can only be answered in the negative. 
Our treatment is carried out so as to help the cells of 
the body to overcome the trypanosomes and their toxins, 
and thus establish a certain degree of immunity. In 
the course of the treatment millions of trypanosomes 
are killed, and those that survive are rendered useless 
for the time being. When this stage has been reached? 
the horse commences to put on fat and the temperature 
comes down to normal, and finally is discharged and 
performs useful work. Although cured, I have evidence 
to state that these cured horses harbour living trypano- 
somes in their blood stream. 

There were 15 cases treated at the Coomassie Dispens- 
ary, of which nine were discharged as cured, three were 
shot as no recovery was anticipated, and three died. 


Entomology. 


Three species of tabanidae were caught in the north- 
west of Ashanti, these specimens were given to Dr. J. J. 
Simpson, travelling entomologist, who took them home 
and had them identified by the Imperial Bureau of 
Entomology. 

Tabanus besti, Surc., caught at Tekiman. 


Tabanus kingsleyi, Ric., caught at Ofinsu, Tanoso, 
and Tekiman. 

Tabanus marmorosus, Surc., caught at Sampresu, 
Tekiman, and Nkwansia. 


Helminthology. 


The commonest trematode worm found in horses in 
this Colony is a fluke known as the Gastrodiscus 
wgyptiacus (Sonsino), I estimate that 75 % of the horses 
here possess this fluke. They are easily killed or 
expelled by the use of male fern, linseed oil, and aloes. 
Their predilection seat is the cecum and large colon, in 
which situations they are to be found adhering to the 
mucous membrane. 

The fluke possesses a cylindro conical neck about 
2mm-3 mm long, the body is flattened into an eliptical 
disc, the ventral surface being concave and studied with 
numerous tubercles, each of which is supplied with a 
sucking disc, the dorsal surface is convex and smooth. 
Its length is from 8mm-15mm, its breadth is from 
6mm-12mm. Its colour in its natural state is pink, 
becomes white when immersed in alcohol or in a solution 
of equal parts of a 1% saline solution and @ saturated 
solution of perchloride of mercury. When acted upon 
by an antihelmitic and passed out in the dung, its colour 
is from brown to green. . 

The specimen was prepared in the usual way adopted 
for trematodes. Washed in a 1% saline solution to 
which was added an equal part of a saturated solution 
of perchloride of mercury so as to kill the fluke. It was 
then washed in distilled water to get rid of the mercury. 
It was then placed between two slides and pressed out 
by careful pressure. The slides were held together by a 
rubber ring being passed round at each end of the 
slides. The slides were then placed for about three 
days in a jar containing distilled water to which was 
added about 20 drops of hemotoxylin to the colour of 
port wine. The slides were then taken out and the 
rubber rings slipped off, and the specimen taken up and 
decolorised for about two minutes in a1 ¥ acid solu- 
tion. It was then blued in running water. Dehydrated 
in the following rotation, passed through 70% alcohol, 
90% alcohol, and then into absolute alcohol. It re- 
mained in this for about three hours It was cleared, 
placed in creosote for about 24 hours, until one could 
easily make out the different internal organs. It was 
taken out of this, the excess of creosote taken off with 
blotting paper, then mounted in canada balsam between 
a slide and cover glass. 

Ws. P. B. Beat, Veterinary Officer. 
The Honourable, 
The Principal Medical Officer, Accra. 


Tenant's right to kill Rabbits. 


A case was heard early in June in the Judiciary 
Appeal Court, Edinburgh, in which James Duncan, 
Polquheys Farm, New Cumnock, appealed against a 
conviction in Ayr Sheriff Court on a complaint by Alfred 
Crawshay, Lochside, New Cumnock, of having tres- 
passed in the day time of Saturday, 30th January, on 
the farm and lands of Locbhill in search or pursuit of 
game or rabbits contrary to the Game (Scotland) Act, 


1832. 

The Court held that the Sheriff-Substitute was not 
justified in convicting the appellant, who was found 
entitled to expenses modified to ten guineas. The fol- 
lowing is the opinion, given in full, of the Lord Justice- 


General :— 

- My sani this is a prosecution under the Day Tres- 
pass Act. e appellant was accused of trespassing 
upon a certain farm named Locbhill in pursuit of game, 
and he urged two defences to the charge. The first was 





that he held the permission of the tenant of the farm to 
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shoot rabbits on the occasion in question, and that the 
tenant of the farm had a common law right to kill 
rabbits, which he was entitled, if he chose, to impart to 
ne a ; and second, he urged that he held, under the 

round Game Act, 1880, the permission of the tenant 
to kill rabbits, and that, on either or both grounds, he 
was entitled to be free. Now, the learned Sheriff-Sub- 
stitute has found against him on both counts. I am of 
opinion that he came toa right conclusion on the de- 
fence stated under the Ground Game Act of 1880, but 
to a wrong conclusion upon the leading defence—the 
first defence—namely, the common law right of the 
tenant of the farm to shoot rabbits under which he 
sought to shelter himself. I do not understand that the 
Sheriff-Substitute had any doubt whatever that the ap- 

liant held the permission of James Weir and that 

ames Weir was the tenant of the farm of Lochhill, and 

that the farm of Lochhill was one on which it was cus- 
ete was an ordinary agricultural operation—to 
kill rabbits. But he refused to sustain the defence, as I 
understand, on the ground that the shooting of rabbits 
by the appellant, on the 30th January, 1915, was not 
necessary for the protection of any crop. I think that 
was no answer to the appellant’s contention. To say 
that, on a particular day it was not necessary for the 
protection of any —— crop to shoot rabbits does 
not in the least degree infer that the tenant was not 
entitled to shoot rabbits as an ordinary agricultural 
operation for the protection of the farm. 

The law is laid down, I think, with admirable clear- 
ness in the opinion of the Lord Justice-Clerk (Moncrieff) 
in the case of Inglis, which was cited to us, to the effect 
that if the tenant is put under no restriction by his 
lease he is entitled to destroy rabbits as an ordinary 
agricultural operation necessary to the cultivation of the 
farm. And by Lord Cowan when he says—“It must be 
held to be quite fixed that, where there is no stipulation 
to the contrary and no obligation expressed or implied 
to the effect that the landlord has reserved to himself 
the rabbits on a farm, the agricultural tenant is entitled 
by the common law to kill them, and so to protect 
himself against damage to the erops.” In my view the 
justification for the common law right is stated in both 
these opinions with perfect clearness, and, as I read 
these opinions, no limitation is placed upon the right. 
It is not said, in particular, that if at any time there 
be no necessity for the protection of any crop to shoot 
rabbits, then the tenant’s common law right is gone. 
That limitation, it has been suggested, is placed 
upon the right by an oditer dictum of Lord Ruther- 
furd Clark in the subsequent case of Macrae. If so, 
all I can say, in common with the learned Professor of 
Scots Law, is that I should regard the limitation as 
futile, because it is perfectly obvious that under no 
conceivable conditions could it be shown that, on an 
ordinary agricultural farm, it was not necessary to shoot 
rabbits for the protection of the crop. However that 
may be, it appears to me that this case is really covered 
by authority. I refer to the case of Stewart which was 
cited to us, in the antes in which I desire to express 
my entire concurrence. Mr. Stewart contended to us 
that we were not here entitled to assume that the lease 
under which the tenant held did not contain a reserva- 
tion to the landlord of a right to shoot rabbits, and that 
that might be so ; and that, accordingly, there might 
possibly be no common law right in the person of the 
appellant’s author, James Weir. To which I think the 
complete answer is that that the learned Sheriff-Substi- 
tute has found that Weir is tenant of the farm, and has, 
in effect, found that there are no conditions, and even 
that there may be no lease in writing of the farm at all, 
and that, if there was a lease which contained the 
reservation in question, it rather came by way of reply 
to the apellant’s reply to the charge against him. 
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Mr. Stewart referred us to the first section of the Day 
Trespass Act and the twelfth section of that statute as 
supporting his view. I do not think the twelfth section 
has any application to this case at all. But the proviso 
at the end of the first section was, I think, complied 
with by the appellant in this case when he plead the 
common law, Gesnes it runs thus :—“Provided always 
that any person charged with “7 such trespass shal] 
at liberty to prove by way of defence any matter which 
would have been a defence to an action at law for such 
trespass.” And it certainly would have been a complete 
answer to an action at law to plead the permission of a 
person who had a common-law right to kill rabbits. 
Accordingly, I came to the conclusion, without hesita- 
tion, that the Sheriff-Substitute was wrong when he 
found that the fact stated in the tenth finding was a 
conclusive answer to the plea that the common-law right 
in the person of James Weir protected the appellant 
from a prosecution under the Day Trespass Act. ’ 

Upon the question whether or no the Sheriff-Substi- 
tute was right in holding that the appellant was not 
bona-fide employed by James Weir for reward to take or 
destroy ground game, I am very clear that that was a 
question of fact for the Sheriff-Substitute alene to 
determine, and that he is final. It was, no doubt, said 
that we were entitled to look at the grounds upon which 
he had reached the conclusion that this was not a bona- 
Jide permission, and that these grounds were to be found 
set out in the sixth article of the stated case. Well, be 
it so, I think the facts there set out were sufficient to 
warrant the Sheriff-Substitute in coming to the conclu- 
sion that there was no bona-jide permission here, and 
that, if he came to that conclusion we ought not to dis- 
turb his finding. I am for answering the question put 
to us in the negative.” 

Lord Skerrington and Lord Cullen concurred.— The 
Scottish Farmer. 








Wounded Soldiers entertained at Brixton. 


Mr. and Mrs. Salusbury Price, of Essex Lodge, Brixton 
Hill, inaugurated a charming fortnightly function last 
Saturday, when they arranged their first party to wounded 
soldiers. ‘Though the Hill has of recent years been 
losing some of its rural charm, the beauties of the grand 
garden at the rear of Essex Lodge remain unimpaired, 
and the scene there is as fascinating and re ful as it 
was many years ago, when the famous C. H. Spurgeon 
used to spend occasional afternoons there and declare 
that the garden was the most pleasant one that he had 
ever seen. 

The wounded soldiers who were so cordially weleomed 
there on Saturday all came from the King George Hos 
pital in Stamford Street, where there is no garden at all, 
and so the brave boys were delighted to find themselves, 
in an old-world garden off Brixton Hill. The party 
comprised some thirty soldiers, all of whom have seen 
serious fighting, and included Colonel Field and one of 
the Australian Contingent. 

Very badly wounded some of them were, but never- 
theless all most merry and bright, for the kindly host 
and his wife not only provided those commissariat com- 
forts which soldiers like so much, but also had about 
twenty friends to wait upon and entertain them. The 
party, therefore was soon able to make itself at home 

Quite the most agreeable feature of the occasion was 
a band, which the soldiers enjoyed immensely, for there 
has not been much music on the battlefields of France. 
There was, too, a nice little sing-song in the drawing- 
room, with songs with choruses. Tea, with heaps of 

ood things, was an al fresco affair, the tables being laid 
neath the shade of the fine trees which enclose the 





garden. Mr. Lang Sims was good enough to take some 
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snapsnots, so that the soldiers can have some pictur- 
ue souvenirs of the memorable afternoon. 

r. Salusbury Price is a soldier’s son and naturally an 
ideal host, and his guests were especially delighted 
when his father’s sword was brought out and handed 
round. Mr. Price’s father was at Waterloo. Another 
heirloom in which the soldiers evinced great interest 
was the parchment commission paper given to the 
owner’s father over a hundred years ago. The Waterloo 
veteran, by the way, lived at Kennington, where he died 
at the age of 85. 

Next week Mr. and Mrs. Price are taking a party of 
wounded soldiers to their farm in the country ; and they 
are arranging for parties every fortnight, but as there 
are over a thousand wounded soldiers in the King George 
Hospital, Stamford Street, others might well emulate 
the thoughtful generosity inaugurated so successfully at 
Essex Lodge.—The Free Press. 


Notice of General Meeting. 


A meeting of the General Committee of The William 
Hunting Memorial Fund will be held on Tuesday, July 
6th, at 7 p.m., at the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C. It is requested that 
all those gentlemen constituting the General Committee 
will attend. No other notice than this will be given. 


Henry Gray, M.R.c.v.s. Hon. Sec. and Treas.. 





Huntinc MEMorRIAL FuND. 
Subscriptions received up to June 80th :— 














Amount previously acknowledged £373 1 6 
W. Roger Clarke, Esq., M.R.c.v.s., 18, 
Gayton Road, Hampstead, N.W. 10 6 
£373 12 O 
Further subscriptions are invited. 


Remittances by Cheque or Postal Order to be made 
pa ble to “The Hunting Memorial Fund,” and crossed 
‘London, City and Midland Bank, Ltd., Kensington 
Branch.” 
Henry Gray, Hon. Sec. and Treas. 
23 Upper Phillimore Place, London, W 





Animals and Earthquakes. 


The influence of approaching earthquakes on animals 
has been noted long ago, and the existence of .this 
strange faculty has been confirmed of late years. Thus, 
in Japan, horses grow restless in a peculiar manner be- 
fore an earthquake. In Central America dogs and cats 
run out of the houses, and the inhabitants follow their 
example. At the time of the last earthquake in Italy 
all the birds left their nests and rose high in the air be- 
fore the shocks made themselves felt. In Sicily it is 
said that the cocks began to crow a few instants before 
the commencement of the earthquake, whilst the dogs 
howled.-——Farmer and Stockbreeder. 








At a meeting of the Council of the Royal Dublin 
Society held recently the recommendations of the Com- 
mittee of Agriculture were read and approved, and it 
was ordered :— 

That a letter be written to the Department of Agri- 
culture calling attention to the depletion of the breeding 
cattle of the country occasioned by the slaughter of the 
most suitable heifers, dairy and breeding cows. 

That owing to the continued occupation of the Balls- 
bridge premises by the military, the Horse and Sheep 
Show and the Winter Show be not held this year. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 





Extract from London Gazette, 
Wark Orrice, WHITEHALL, June 29. 


ReGcutar Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
rny. Capt. P. D. Carey is restored to establishment. 
ated May 11. 


Su 


July 1. 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 


Major J. A. Todd resigns hiscommn. Dated July 2. 
To be Lieut. :—--R. Bennett, F.z.c.v.s. Dated July 2. 


MEDITERRANEAN Exp. Force. Army Vet. Corps. 
The following casualty is reported :— 


Diep OF wouNDs—Lieutenant J. W. Brownless. 


The Work of the A.V.S. 


The ioioning account of the organization at the front 
is from a contribution by “Eye-Witness” which appeared 
in The Westminster Gazette of June 19. 

“Since the supply of transport animals for the Army 
comes almost entirely from oversea, the base ports 
naturally play an important part in its maintenance ; 
and in the neighbourhood of each there is a large Re- 
mount Depot where all the horses and mules landed are 
collected and kept for at least two weeks in order that 
cases of latent disease may be discovered, and that the 
animals may recover condition after the sea vo 
before being put to work. These depots are not hos- 
pitals, and any animals that are found to develop dis- 
ease after disembarkation are handed over for treat- 
ment to the Veterinary Hospitals. The number of 
horses reaching the a depends on the demands 
which have been sent home, often in anticipation of 
requirements, so that the units at the front may be pro- 
vided with what they want without delay. The peshion 
of keeping the my | horsed has been much simplified 
by the fact that there are now no privately owned 
horses, every animal having been taken over by the 
Government, the only difference recognised between 
horses being the class to which they belong—heavy 
draught, light draught, riding, or pack. 

On issue to the troops the horses are sent up to the 
front on special horse trains, and are met and taken over 
at the railheads by conducting parties of the units for 
which they are destined. Each wagon is in charge of a 
man who is responsible for feeding and watering the 
horses. Owing to this system, to the care taken of 
them, and to the short distance travelled, the animals 
do not suffer at all from the journey. 

Some difficulty was at first found in stabling the num- 
ber of animals gradually accumulated in the country, 
but accommodation was improvised in factories or ether 
buildings, or they were kept in the open until temporar 
stabling could be erected. Properly designed and well- 
laid-out depots have now been constructed at different 
points. These are well drained, supplied with water, and 
equipped with roads, and all the necessary accessory 
— ings for the staff, as well as the animals in their 
charge. 

Working in connection with the depots, and under the 
same control, but not necessarily in the same places, are 
the Rest Farms, in which horses are received.on dis- 
charge from the convalescent farms attached to the hcs- 
pitals, before they are returned to the depots as fit for 
Issue. 

Besides the staff of officers of the Army Remount 
Service there is at each depot a large body of non-com- 








missioned officers and men, most of whom have been 
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specially enlisted in the Army Service Corps for remount 

uties. They are classified as “ Nagsmen ” and “Strap- 
pers,” the former being breakers-in or rough-riders, 
whilst the latter are ms and stable-hands. The 
number required for a depot is approximately one-third 
of that of the horses under charge, and the total number 
of men in the country employed in these duties amounts 
now to several thousands. 

_ The object of the Veterinary ag am which are 
situated within easy reach of the Remount Depots, 
needs no explanation, and they receive disabled but 
curable animals from every quarter—from ship-board, 
from the depots, from oy Bm of communication, and 
from the front. 

The principle acted upon in dealing with disabled 
animals is that the units in the fighting-line or else- 
where should be relieved as quickly as possible of the 
responsibility of looking after them; and the duty of 
collecting and convoying them them to hospital is per- 
formed by the Mobile Veterinary Sections, which are 
special units of the Army Veterinary Corps, organised 
for this purpose. Worn out or incurable horses are de- 
stroyed wherever they happen to be. 

In most cases the necessary accommodation for the 





hospitals has now either been built or is being built ; 
but during the period when improvised measures were 


unavoidable the numerous brickfields and tile factories | 5 


which abound in this part of France came in very use- | 
ful. Not only did the hundreds of yards’ length of open | 
drying shed form admirable stables, but the bricks | 
stacked close by provided excellent material for flooring | 
stables, making roads and means for competing with the | 
mud—the universal enemy in winter. 

_ In the installation and maintenance of these estab- 
lishments the Army Veterinary Corps has received in- | 
valuable help from the Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals, which has co-operated with the | 
military authorities most generously, loyally and disin- 
te ly. It has provided « some of the accessory build- 
ings, and such anes as motor lorries, ambulances, | 
chaff-cutters, an 

enlist many of the men employed. 

Working in connection with the hospitals are the con- 
valescent farms situated at different favourable points, 
which receive the horses on discharge from the —_ 
and pass them on to the rest farms. The hospitals and 
convalesent farms are under the control of the Director 
of Veterinary Services, the officers and men in -— 
being members of the Army Veterinary Corps, the 
strength of which has now gone up to some thousands. 
Their installation has been most amply justified by 
results, for over 85 per cent. of the horses treated in 
hospitals up to date have been returned fit for duty. 





corn-crushers, and has also assisted to | 
| 





Personal. 


Mr. W. Brags, Linlithgow, was one of the Ply in 
the light horse section at the annual show of the Bath_ 
gate icultural Association, on Wednesday 23rd ult. 


There is at present in the stable of Mr. James Lindsay, 
V.S., Whitesands, a foal belonging to Mr. Callander, 
Gamerig, Kirkmichael, which has five feet. It was born 
a fortnight ago, and is out of a pedigree Clydesdale 
mare. The extra foot protrudes from the pastern of one 
of the front feet, and it is split in two like the hoof of a 
— The foal is a fine healthy youngster and is thriving 
well. 

Mr. R. H. Grumorg, M.R.c.v.s., who has been Secretary 
of the Coleraine Agricultural and Industrial Associa- 
tion, Ltd., for several years, was present and officiating 
at the annual show. 


Mr. J. KERNOHAN, M.R.C.V.S., Ballymena, acted as one 
of the judges of horses at the Strabane Show. 








OBITUARY. 
Ropert BryYpDon, M.R.C.v.s., Seaham Harbour, Co 
Durham. Graduated Edin: April, 1864. 


The death occurred at his residence at Seaham Har- 
ur, on Monday morning, June 28. Mr. Robert Brydon 
was one of the best-known breeders of Clydesdale horses 
in the country. He had been connected with the Sea- 
ham Harbour 5 me eet Stad, formerly the property of 
the Marquis of Londonderry, for forty years. e was 
the owner of Bonnie Buchlyvie, one of the finest Clydes- 
dale stallions in the world, and he was much in request 
as a judge at the Royal, the Highland, and other shows. 
He was brother-in-law to the late Mr. William Hunting, 
F.R.C.V.S. 


Lieut. J. W. BRowNLEsS, M.R.C.V.S., A V.C., who has 
died of wounds at the Dardanelles, was the well-known 
veterinary surgeon of Mpa ony and Ranelagh. He 
served in the South African War, receiving the Queen’s 
and King’s medals. In the early part of the present war 
he was engaged in Army veterinary work at home, but 
on applying for active service received his commission 
in February last, and left at once for the Dardanelles. 
~ Me veterinary surgeon to the Barnes District 

Youncil. 


Sub.-Lieut. Joun W. EDWARDS, A.M. INST. C.E., eldest 
son of Mr. J. W. Edwards, of Kingston-on-Thames, has 
been killed in action at the Dardanelles. He was at- 
tached to the Nelson Battalion of the Royal Naval 
Division. His father is the veterinary surgeon of the 
London and South Western Railway Company. 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 Tro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 





















































Anthrax | and-dlsoth | Glanders.+ | 2azesitic Swine F 
eet aoe . Mange. { wine Fever. 
: Out- | Ani- | ‘| Out- | Ani- [ous | ani. [Sheer] _ 
Period. breaks; mals. | Out- | Ani- fbreaks| mals. more ps a Scab.| Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks} mals. 1. breaks | tered. * 
(a) (a) (b) (b) | (b) (a) 
Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended June 19 2 2 7 34 
1914 1 4 2 36 
Corresponding Week in 1913 a 15 2 19 
1912 2 iin kee 
! otal for 25 weeks, 1915 oie 1 1 1 3 33 249 140 822 
1914 ... 1 1 75 955 48 342 115 615 
Corresponding period in {ass dco ose eve eee ove 90 310 82 499 
1912 ... 2 2 43 255 133 1245 





























t of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Juno 21, 1916 
N orz.—' figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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For Sick and Wounded Horses. 


On Saturday, June 19, Lady French paid a visit to 

Bedford to make a special appeal for donations towards 
roviding another base Veterinary Hospital for the 

ritish sick and wounded horses at the front. The 
enterprise was well organised. Ladies in every street 
waited upon passers-by with small Union Jacks and 
badges for personal wear, and larger flags for bicycles, 
these decorations being «offered for sale for a cunsidera- 
tion which was placed in boxes carried by the collectors. 
The people responded freely, and very few were those 
who wore no favours. 

The event of the day was a meeting in Bedford Park, 
followed by a procession, arrangements for which were 
entrusted to the able hands of Mr. W. Machin. In the 
Park there was a large crowd around the enclosure. 
Lady French was received with hearty cheers. Among 
those on or near the platform were the Mayor (Ald. H. 
Browning), Canon Speck and Mrs. Speck, Col. F. L. 
Penno, AA. and Q.M.G. 53rd (Welsh) Division, Col. 
Meredith, A.D.V.S., Major Pattern, A.P.M., and other 
members of the Staff, Lt.-Col. V. Mellor (for the 
Bedford Depot in the unavoidable absence of Colonel 
Henderson), Miss V. Studley Westoby (Apsley Guise), 
Branch Secretary R.S.P.C.A., Temp. Hon. Lieut. E. G. 
Fairholme, A.V.C., Secretary R.S.P.C.A., and Hon. Sec. 
of the Wounded Horses Fund. 

The Mayor said that on behalf of the town of Bedford 
he tendered a sincere and hearty welcome to Lady 
French, and said they were exceedingly proud that she 
had done them the honour of this visit. In France the 
horses were suffering terribly, and required a!l that 
human beings could do for them. Thank God, the 
motors had come along to relieve horses of a great deai 
of their pain and strain, but in warfare they could not 
do without horses, and it was for the people who were 
living practically at peace to swell the funds for the 
treatment of these animals when they were wounded. 
In the north of England large sums had been raised for 
this purpose, but General French wanted another base, 
and it was up to Bedford to respond in a way that 
would remind him that they were always ready to do 
their duty. 

Col. Penno expressed on behalf of Maj.-Gen. Lindley, 
Commanding the Welsh Division, his great disappoint- 
ment at not being able to be present to offer, in the 
name of the Division, a most hearty welcome to Lad 
French. As a soldier, he expressed to Lady Frenc 
their very great pleasure in welcoming her into their 
midst (cheers). As soldiers, they were longing for the 
order to come that they might proceed over seas and 
fight under the Field-Marshal in their country’s just 
cause (cheers). He had great pleasure in stating that 
the Welsh Division had a high reputation for looking 
after horses (applause) He was told by a high authority 
that for a Territorial Division, their horses were easily 
first. He would also like to thank the people of Bed- 
ford for the most kind way in which they had received 
the Welsh Division, and for the many acts of hospitality 
extended to them. 

Lady French, who was received with hearty cheers, 
thanked the people for their kind reception. It was not 
in her power to make a speech, but they knew that she 
had come especially to ask them to give as much as pos- 
sible for the poor sick and wounded horses. Everyone 
could give at least pennies, and she hoped that all 
would do their best. It was always a pleasure to come 
to Bedford, which had already honoured Sir John French 
by making him a Freeman of this ancient borough. She 
Gesslese elt that she ery -y to the town, and would 

o their best in response to 


ask her fellow-townsmen to 
this appeal (cheers). 





Temp. Hon.-Lt. E. G. Fairholme, as Hon. Sec. to the 
Fund, thanked Lady French on behalf of the Society, 
for coming to inspire the people of Bedford with a 
desire to help the sick and wounded horses of the 
British Army. He wished they could go over the hos- 
pitals in France and see how splendidly the British 
Army was looking after the horses. It made him proud 
to feel that their Society was allowed to help in the 
wonderful work which the Army Veterinary Corps was 
doing. Thousands of horses he saw, some just arriving 
from the front, and others going back to their work, 
looking as fit as if they were going to a horse show 
(applause). It made one feel that they were ony | a 
horse-loving and sport-loving nation, for they now felt 
that when a horse was wounded in battle it was the 
duty of the nation to look after him, as well as the 
wounded man, and make him well (applause). It made 
them proud of being British, and proud of the move- 
ment which was started in this country 90 years ago, 
which was now going round the world, and was able to 
build up the British Army Veterinary Corps, which was 
working so well at the front. They had collected a sum 
of £35,000, but more work had to be done. The Society 
had already built a large hospital somewhere in France, 
and another was wanted. They wanted to feel that 
when they were asked by the A.V.C. to build another, 
¥ two more if wanted, they would be in a position to 

0 so. 

After a collection on the platform and round the 
enclosure, Capt. the Hon. Mowbray St. John proposed 
a vote of thanks to Lady French, who, he said was 
setting them a noble example of duty. Her anxiety 
since the beginning of the war must have been very 
great, but, as the soldiers said when they asked “ Are 
we down-hearted? “No, we are not.” If there was any 
man present who had not come forward, was it not 
time that he did his bit? The only people who would 
be happy when the war was over were those who could 
~ “T helped” (applause). 

hree cheers were loudly given for Lady French, and 
the band played the National Anthem. 


THE PROCESSION, 


The mounted escort fell into place as Lady French’s 
carriage came by. The procession was headed by two 
well-mounted members of the Boreugh Constabulary. 
The band of the Royal Engineers from the Signal Depot 
at Haynes Park led off, followed by some mounted mili- 
tary police and part of the mounted escort of picked 
men of the Westmoreland and Cumberland Yeomanry— 
the cavalry unit of the 53rd Division. Next came Lady 
French’s carriage with the Mayor’s Sergeant on the box. 
More of the mounted escort brought up the rear. There 
were numerous other motors and carriages, and in one 
the Bedfordshire Regiment was represented by wounded 
men. The pageant continued with a R.S.P.C.A. horse 
ambulance containing a horse whose neck was swathed 
in cotton wool and bandages, and was drawn by a couple 
of magnificent heavy animals attended by men of the 
A.V.C. The band of the 4th Welsh, followed by detach- 
ments of mounted men from the Beds. Yeomanry and 
the mounted units of the 53rd (Welsh) Division, viz. 
Royal Field Artillery, Royal Garrison Artillery, Royal 
Engineers, A.S.C., and R.A.M.C. In the rear was a 
large parade of Boy Scouts, headed by the Biggleswade 
Bugle Band. The Scouts were commanded by District 
Seoutmaster E. W. Ebbutt, with whom was Lord St. 
John, County President. 

At the Park the cavalcade marched past Lady French 
and was drawn up in a long line. Lady French passed 
by the front of the whole line and reviewed the various 
units ; after which she left amid the plaudits of the 
crowd.— Bedford and County Record. 
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The Royal Sanitary Institute. 


A Sessional Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
July 14th, in the Town Hall, Yeovil, at 11.15 a.m., when 
Diseussions will take place on “ WATER SUPPLIES TO 
RuRAL AND SMALL URBAN AREAS,” to be opened by 
W. G. Savage, M.D., B.sc., Medical Officer of Health, 
Somerset C.C.; and on “PREVENTION oF MINOR 
InFEcTious D1sEasEs,” to be opened by A. E. Remmett 
Weaver, M.D., D.P.H., Medical Officer of Health, Yeovil. 

The Chair will be taken at 11.15 a.m., by Sir Henry 
Tanner, ©.B., 1.8.0., F.R.1.B.A. (Chairman of the Council 
of the Institute). 

PROGRAMME.—11.0 a.m.—Visitors will be received by 
His Worship the Mayor (Councillor Norman Buchanan). 
Light Refreshments will be provided. 

1.30 p m.—Luncheon at i ate Hotel. 2/6 each. 

2.30 p.m.—Visits to: (1) Skin Dressing Yard and 
Glove Factory ; (2) Creamery, Cheese and Food-Packing 
Works (manufacture of St. Ivel Lactic Cheese, etc.). 

Tickets for admission of visitors may be had on appli- 
cation to Dr. A. E. Remmett Weaver, Medical Officer of 
Health, or to Mr. Arthur Oddy, Surveyor, Yeovil, who 
are acting as Hon. Local Secretaries of the Meeting ; 
and of E. Wurtre WALtLtIs, Secretary. 








Infectious Abortion in Cattle. 


In the annual report of the United States Bureau of 
Animal Industry for 1914, Dr. A. D. Melvin describes | 
contagious abortion as a “disease that has gained such | 
prevalence and causes so much loss that it must be 
ranked in importance with hog cholera and tubercu- | 
losis.” As it is equally an evil in this country, it is in- 
teresting to note what the chief of the Bureau has to 
say of the present stage of investigations. Dealing | 
especially with work done in 1914, Dr. Melvin says :— | 


Additional evidence has been obtained to prove that | o 


a large proportion of cows that become affected with 
the disease remain, after seeming recovery, chronic 
carriers of its specific bacillus. 

“An attempt has been made to @istinguish between 
milk infected with and that which is free from the 


abortion bacillus by the use of the so-called agglutina- | 


tion test. It has been found that the agglutinating 
power of infected milk for the abortion bacillus is a 
positive factor ; that it varies enormously ; that it is 


approximately half as strong as that of blood serum ; 
that it is not at all affected by the souring of milk or 
the period of time in which milk naturally sours under 
ordinary conditions; that milk serum, obtained by fil- 
tering milk in which the casein has been c lated by 
the addition of pepsin, agglutinates as strongly as whole 
milk; that the agglutinating power of milk is not 
greatly affected by the degree of temperature commonly 
recommended for pasteurisation ; and that it is destroyed 
by a boiling temperature. 

“Additional observations have been made on the 

rsistence of the abortion bacillus after injection in the 

ies of other species of animals than cattle, and on 

the possible danger that other species may serve as 
agents for its dissemination. : . 

“Experiments regarding the treatment of infectious 
abortion, though they include some methods defined by 
their originators as nearly infallible, have not given 
promising results.” 





Slaughter of Animals Order, 1915. 


“We are officially informed that the Board of Agri- 
culture have under this Order prohibited the Slaughter 
of :— 

(a) Animals which are visibly or obviously in-calf or 
in-pig ; and 

(6) Calves under the age of twelve weeks, except 
male calves of Channel Islands, Ayrshire and Kerry 
breeds. 

The restrictions do not apply to :— 

(a) Slaughter of an animal under the powers con- 
ferred by the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914, or 
any Order made thereunder ; or . 

6) Slaughter of an animal necessary or desirable on 
account of accidental injury to the animal or its illness ; 


r 

(c) Slaughter of an animal if, in the opinion of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, the slaughter is 
desirable for any exceptional reason or purpose and the 
slaughter is authorised by a licence granted by that 
Board or an officer of that rd. : 

Any contravention or failure to comply with the 
Order renders the offender liable to a fine of £20, or, if 
the offence relates to more than four animals, to a fine of 
£5 for each animal.— Meat Trades Journal. 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 




















Anthrax ae Glanders.t Parasitic Swine Fever 
twa. : Mange. t wine Fever. 
: Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- . - | Sheep 
Period. breaks| mals. | Out- | Ani- [breaks] mals. bie o- Scab.| Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks} mals. aaa breaks | tered. * 
(a) (a) () (b) (6) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended June 26 7 12 3 3 19 41 120 543 
corementie {as | 2] ] 3) ef a] *] 8) 
1912 —" 13 15 4 38 7 21 39 57 63 526 





Total for 26 weeks, 1915 ron «-. | 358 | 401 


25| 89] $411 | {900} 156] 2334 | y9777 





1913 «+ | 317 | 342 
1912 «-- | 497 | 557 4 











Co nding 1914 «-- | 441 | 471 1l 
aed in 





74 53 | 142] 1380 | 2456] 147] 2188 | 22571 
88 | 243 | 1659 | 3382 | 121] 1230 | 17037 
38 87 | 185 | 2100 | 4657} 162] 1797 | 22841 
































t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


, A ities. 
(a) - ith Bepenet ion uthorities 


eries, June 29, 1915 


t Counties affected, animals attacked : Kent 2, London 1. 
{ Figures for thirteen weeks only. 








